St Peter’s Junior Church Choir

Rehearsal:

Fridays from 6.15pm to 8pm in the Belli Centre

The senior choir joins the juniors at 7.30.

We rehearse every Friday (including during school holidays) except Good Friday, school summer holidays and the Friday between Christmas and New Year.


The children have a 10-minute break in the middle of practice, and they tend to bring along a drink and a little snack (nothing too big, but if they want some sweets/crisps/fruit that's when they are allowed to eat it).

New singers come along for a few weeks just on Fridays before joining in on Sunday mornings.

The choir follows Diocesan policy on child protection. All the adults involved in training are DBS checked. Please ensure I have up-to-date emergency contact details for you.

Sunday 9.30 service:
Please arrive a little before 9.15 please, so that there is time to get robed before a brief practice at 9.15.


Robes:
We will issue you with choir robes, which are a cassock (black thing that covers you head to toe), surplice (white thing that goes over the cassock) and ruff (for women and children only - frilly white thing that goes round your neck). Please look after your robes – they are expensive to replace. Choir robes (including ribbons) remain the property of the choir. If you wish to keep your ribbons, we ask you to cover the cost.
Please can you name them, so that they can be easily identified on a Sunday morning. Could you kindly provide an adult-sized hanger and a named cover to keep things together. It is helpful if you can take them home to wash occasionally - some of the cassocks are machine washable, and others are dry-clean only, so that needs checking. Please wear black shoes with choir robes and note that hoods don’t fit under robes very well.

Juniors wear just cassock and ruff to start with to mark their status as probationers, then they are presented with their surplice in church after a couple of months as they become full members of the junior choir.
Attendance:

Regular attendance on Fridays and Sunday mornings is important. As a rule, 70% attendance or more is expected. It is particularly important that singers attend for complete weekends (Friday and Sunday morning) – please see below under Awards.

If you are unable to attend, either on a Friday or a Sunday, it is really helpful if you can let me know about absences in advance.

Awards:

Awards are made during the 9.30 Sunday morning service. If a child is not at the relevant service, the award will be made during choir practice.

Ribbons are presented after each child has worked through various training requirements and attended a certain number of full weekends (i.e. Friday practice and Sunday morning service). 

Children also earn points for attendance and good work, and certificates are awarded when they get to 100 points. Attendance points are:

· Friday practice - 2

· Sunday service - 2

· Ready and robed by 9.15 - 1

· Full weekend (Friday and Sunday morning) - 1


Occasional services:

There are a number of extra services which choristers are asked to attend, including Remembrance, Carol service and other Christmas services and Music for Passiontide. 

Once choristers have their surplice, they may sing at weddings. Choristers are paid for these, at a rate determined by the ribbon they wear. As we receive a fixed fee for providing a choir, in the event of too many choristers wishing to sing, attendance at Sunday services will be taken into account. In general, if you sing at a Saturday wedding, you are expected to sing on Sunday too.

Moving up to Senior Choir:

Junior choristers normally move up to senior choir when they reach Year 10.


Other:

There is a party for the junior choir, generally in February.

Thank you for your contribution to our wonderful choir!

Alan

alanball@email.com
07969 367789
